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is a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization, providing year-round
opportunities for sports training and athletic competition for
children and adults with intellectual disabilities. Currently over
1,300 athletes and thousands of volunteers, family members and
friends take part in the activities of Special Olympics Wyoming.

Ii I'l satd concept of Special Olympics began in the early

1960’s when Eunice Kennedy Shriver started a day camp for
persons with intellectual disabilities. From that experience, it was
clear that people with intellectual disabilities were far more
capable in sports and physical activities than many experts
believed.

In 1968, Mrs. Shriver organized the first International Special
Olympics games at Soldier’s Field in Chicago Illinois.

In 1972 the first games were held in Wyoming under the direction
and leadership of Helen and Lloyd Wampler, 210 athletes
competed at Natrona County High School in athletics (track & field)

events and aquatics. Gymnastics clinics were also held. Today five

state-wide events are conducted annually.
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More than 1,500 coordinators, coaches, games volunteers,

fundraising volunteers and committee members ensure the success

of Special Olympics Wyoming.

small businesses and corporations throughout Wyoming. Along

with support from foundations, service organizations and special

fundraising events including: Fe st v al of Trees, L a
Torch RwhdestatleJackal adfpeialJ umps
Olympics Wyoming is Y’ 2alUnited Way Agency.
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governed by a volunteer Board of Directors who represents the
state demographically, geographically and professionally. They
oversee the activities of a small professional staff who manage the
statewide efforts of thousands of volunteers. Wyoming is split into
five geographical areas. The goals of each area are to bring more
athletes into the program and to provide more local opportunities
for sports training and competition.
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programs in 170 countries, all 50 US States and the District of
Columbia serving 4.3 million athletes. Nearly 50,000 games, meets
and tournaments in summer and winter sports are held each year
worldwide. State programs hold games annually; National programs
hold Games annually or bi-annually. State and National Games
culminate in World Games every two years, alternating between
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hﬁ\ th S Slol:.ell ths 1é)0 children and adults with

intellectual disabilities currently participate through forty-five local
programs, representing more than 100 communities in Wyoming.

T NH-IT\ I IA . yA.th?Ate %inﬂ is essential including

competitive experiences at the local and area competition leading
up to State level events. Athletes typically participate in an 8-10
week sports training program. Additional opportunities for general
strength and fitness are often included.

The better the coach...the better the experiences...the better the
athlete! Special Olympics Wyoming focuses on providing quality
trainings to volunteers that are meaningful and informative that
ultimately our athletes can benefit from. Well trained volunteer
coaches will assure our athletes are prepared for competition.
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in 1996 to improve athletes' ability to train and compete in Special
Olympics. Healthy Athletes is designed to help Special Olympics
athletes improve their health and fitness, leading to enhanced
sports experience and improved well-being.
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Focusing on Athlete Leadership or ALPs supports athletes in
developing skills that complement the benefits of participation.
Athletes are trained to serve in meaningful leadership roles in
addition to “competitor”. We have been inspired by athletes on
the playing fields. Now they are serving as: members of Boards of
Directors, committees and spokespersons.

E@St y Mecia Olympics Wyoming offers year-round

training and competition in 15 sports at five state-wide events. In
addition athletes compete at regional and local competition
leading up to state level events.
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of individuals and groups, Special Olympics paves the way for other
community-based development — education, health, nutrition and
more. Special Olympics Programs are a catalytic force for
communities, promoting volunteerism, civic engagement and
inclusion of people who are different in areas where these values
are uncommon. This power to connect people and promote
acceptance of difference is a precondition for security and peace,
from Cheyenne to Shanghai.
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(there is no upper age limit) and identified as having an intellectual
disability or a closely related developmental disability. They do not

“ ~ ~  Aneed to be knowledgeable about sports or have prior athletic
> Th!is plugraKwL desloud ngience.
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